INTRODUCTION

as the " Estitnate of Walt Whitman " to which reference
has already been made.

Anne Gilchrist was primarily a woman of letters.
Though her natural bent was toward science and
philosophy, her marriage threw her into association
with artists and writers of belles lettus. She was
born in London on February 25, 1828. She came of
excellent ancestry, and received a good education, par-
ticularly in music. She had a profoundly religious
nature, although it appears that she was never a be-
liever in many of the orthodox Christian doctrines.
Very early in life she recognized the greatness of such
men as Emerson and Cornte. In 1851, at the age of
twenty-three, she married Alexander Gilchrist, two
months her junior. Though of limited means, he pos-
sessed literary ability and was then preparing for the
bar. His early writings secured for him the friend-
ship of Carlyle, who for years lived next door to the
Gilchrists in Cheyne Row. This friendship led to
others, and the Gilchrists were soon introduced into
that supreme literary circle which included Ruskin,
Herbert Spencer, George Eliot, the Rossettis, Tenny-
son, and many another great mind of that illustrious
age.

Within ten years of their marriage the Gilchrists
had four children, in whom they were very happy.
But in the year 1861, when Anne was thirty-three years
of age, her husband died. It was a terrible blow, but
she faced the future unflinchingly, and reared her
children, giving to each of them a profession. At
the time of her husband's death his life of William
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